|'The bumble bees are the only

(In pairs, each palr has its own
‘{burrow or.nest.
|in wood, or In stems.of weeds,

REV. BIRKMANN WRITES

perience’ fn matural history
right here in Harris County,
“Ten days ago we had a storm, ]

‘papers, We however suttered
no damage. Hufsmith is in ‘the
northern part of the county,
and we were only skirted by the
storm. We were fortupate in
getting raln after a pretty long
drouth The rain brought new
life to plants and animals, even
the insects in the. ground got
busy and began to come out and
breathe some fresh air.

I am especially referring to a
great swarm of wild bees that
or several days had a holiday

the air and, for a change,
made their borrows in the sand.

Now, wild bees are not honey
bees that are occastonallx found
in the woods, but by this term
are meant all species of insects
that are related to the honey-
bees, for.instance, the bumble
bees and the carpenter bees
and many others. In Lee Coun-
ty therg are several hundred
different species of wild bees.

'ones of the “wild bees"” that
live in colonles, all the rest live

Some burrow

others dig iInto the ground,
.v.l\ere they lay thei® eggs and

I will write now of a novel ex- ,

which I had some few days ago

a hurricane they called it in the

-jhave their brood, some once a

| year, .others tixice.

AN INTERESTING ARTICLE |

i
Injgn £ Prof, _Cgc)g_;’" af. Pt

|some distance,
‘|similar to that heard

| much- louder,
them for awhile would make|’
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Now [ am coming to my sub- ¢

Ject more closely, Some dayg
|ago my son, with whom T am
jnow staying, tells me,, that ho
has seen a lot 6f bees or wnsps
in the air and they are making
a great ado and hubbub flying
in all directions, and not only
over a small area, but for quite
a distance the nofse:is heard
and the ground is full of newly
dug fioles. Next morning when
the day grojys warm, we go out
and I found all this to be-true,
and not the half told. I could
not see the insects on account
of my poor eyesight, “but my
son tells me all I want to know.
He tells me the bees are flylng,

gsome of them only a half foot|

from the groum,
higher, so as to get over the
weeds, still others are pretty
high up, all of them flying fast
and like so many little furies,
making all the noise passible to
them. You could hear them at
the sound was
in the
telegraph wires at times, but
and to listen to

others fly

me a little nervous. The
question was: What is all that

about? What are thése hun-
dreds of thousands of bees
after? And the ground was, as

stated, full of holes, Fresh

earth was lying beside these|’
|about four or five days, accord-

holes, you could see
had  just opened them.

the bees

them jwith a switch, and found

| them going down sygveral feet,

the female bee s about that of
a queen bee in tAe hives, The|’
male is much smaller, insignifi-
cant in appearance. It seems
to take no part in the digging
aud procuring a home for his
family,

Roger caught about a dozen
of these bees for me and I have
sent specimens for determina-
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|and student oF the bees; knows Imfmy years at

My
.lgrandson Roger probed some of

.lothers not quite that far, the
diameter of the holes being
about half an inch. The size of |

‘1
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1 ity. And if it should prove to be

Iwas about 700 feet in length,

‘|oning there were about 80,000

"bees for each hole, there would
‘|have been one hundred thou-

‘|sand individual bees. All of the
same kind, \
This spectacle lasted for

{|that time, there were only a few
‘| speciments to be noticed. They

l‘knows. Bees don't collect ani-

‘;(icle and the editor.is glad Rey.
!

7 light in nature, as he did for so

nll of the thousands of' bees I
the world, and has collected a.nd
described many of them in|
scientific books and periodicals, |
1 suppose. that. the species of,
which T am writing is one new
to-science, at least, I have never
before observed it in Lee Coun-

a known specles, I think that
their habit of building so many|
homes near one gnother, and |
of swarming in  such great
numbers, and with so much
noise and fury has not been ‘ab-
served before, I have never|
hefore seen anything like such
a great area occupled by the
bees, and mnever before heard |
such sounds produced by thou-
sands and thousands of these
Ingects. : ;

1 stepped off the ground it

and 230 feet in width, I counted
(or rather Roger did) 39 holes
in ten feet square (100 sq. ft.),
and 46 holes in another ten feet
square. According to this reck-

holes and counting one pair of

ing to my observation. After

are in their burrows now and
the females will come out oc-
casionally to gather food 'for
thelr offspring. {

What food? I dont know,
and I don't think that anyone

mal food like the wasps do, but
I suppose their subsistence I8
on sweets which theéy get from
plnnts and flowers.
G. Blrkmann.
(Thls is a very lntereulng ar-

Birkmann. is yet able to find de-

Fedor.)
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A transcription is in the Birkmann Blog at http://www.wendishresearch.org/blog_gotthilf _birkmann/?e=40
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